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In English
Summary
More Swedes studying abroad
The number of students who cross Sweden's borders has increased significantly
in recent decades. This applies both to Swedish students who travel abroad to
study and foreign students who come to Sweden to study. These two groups are
called students from abroad and Swedish students studying abroad. They can be
broken down further to exchange students who take part in an exchange
programme and students who arrange their studies in the country on their own,
so-called freemover students.
In the 2012/13 academic year, there were 28 300 Swedish students abroad in
exchange programmes or on their own but with funding from the Swedish
National Board of Student Aid. Since 2003/04 the number of those who studied
abroad has increased from 24 600 to 28 300.
During the same period, the number of those coming to Sweden to study has
more than doubled and amounted to 34 000 students in the 2012/13 academic
year. For several years now, the number of students coming to Sweden is larger
than the number of Swedish students who travel abroad to study. This is despite
the fact that freemovers from countries outside of the EU/EES and Switzerland
have been charged fees for education since autumn of 2011. However, the
introduction of student fees led to a sharp decrease in the number of students
coming to Sweden in 2011/12, compared to the previous academic year.
In the 2012/13 academic year, 51 percent of visiting students were women and
49 percent were men. Among the Swedish students abroad, 59 percent were
women and 41 percent were men.
Big differences regarding length of studies
Most of those coming to Sweden studied for one or two terms in Sweden.
However, the difference between exchange students and freemover students was
considerable. The percentage of exchange students who only studied one term
was significantly higher than among freemover students.
Most of those Swedes who studied abroad also studied for one or two terms.
However, freemover students studied for three terms or more abroad to a greater
extent than the exchange students. The proportion of freemover students who
have been abroad for seven terms or more also continues to be high.
Number of students from abroad increasing again
Of the 34 000 foreign students who studied at universities or institutes of higher
education in Sweden in the 2012/13 academic year, 21 600 studied for the first
time in this country, i.e., they were first-year students in the Swedish system of
higher education. From having decreased by 29 percent in the 2011/12 because
of the introduction of student fees, this figure is an increase of 4 percent.
Afterwards there was a sharp decrease in the number of freemover students
from countries outside of the EU/EES and Switzerland. The number decreased
most for students from Asia and those European countries not included in the
EU/EES and Switzerland.
This year the number of freemover students has increased somewhat. The
number of these students from the EU countries (except for the Nordic
countries) increased to 27 percent, compared to 25 percent the previous
academic year. The three countries with the most students were Germany,
Finland and China.

Universitetskanslersämbetet och SCB

113

UF 20 SM 1203

Still most students from Europe
Of the 14 700 newly enrolled exchange students at Swedish universities and
institutes of higher education in the 2012/13 academic year, 75 percent were
from Europe. Asia and North America followed. The single largest home
countries were Germany, France and Spain. Aside from European countries,
which completely dominate the exchange programmes, many exchange students
were from China and the US.
Many students from abroad choose Lund University
Lund University was the most popular choice for those who studied in Sweden
for the first time, with 2 500 newly enrolled students. The Swedish Royal
Institute of Technology and Stockholm University followed with nearly 1 800
new foreign students each.
Continued increase of studies abroad for Swedish students
Over the 2012/13 academic year, 28 300 Swedes studied abroad through
exchange programmes or as freemover students and language study students
with funding from the Swedish National Board of Student Aid. Compared to the
previous academic year, exchange students have increased by 4 percent and
freemover students by 2 percent. However, the number of Swedes who study
language courses abroad has decreased compared to the previous academic
year.
Poland gains in popularity
Nearly two out of three Swedes studying abroad study in Europe. The leading
countries for studies are the UK, Denmark and Poland. However, increasingly
more people are choosing to study in North America and Asia.
The US and the UK were the single largest recipient countries of Swedish
students in the 2012/13 academic year. These countries were followed by
Denmark, Australia, Poland, France and Spain. However, the students' countries
of choice have changed over time. Australia, Spain and France continue to lose
students while their numbers increased for countries like Poland, China and
Japan.
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