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In English 

Summary 
This report accounts for certain measurements which describe the throughput of 
higher education in first circle and second circle studies. In most cases, the re-
sults are based on the graduation rate or production of credit for different groups 
of students taking part in higher education.  

Higher performance indicator for women - but a decrease for both women 
and men 
The performance indicator i.e. annual performance equivalents divided by full-
time equivalents (FTEs), fell from 81 to 79 percent in Swedish higher education 
first and second-cycle level during the academic years 2004/05-2010/11. Wom-
en had a higher performance indicator than men regardless of age, form of study 
or whether the studies were pursued at a distance or on campus. On average, the 
difference in performance indicator between women and men amounted to ap-
proximately 6 percentage points. 
Highest performance indicator on professional degree programmes 
The performance indicator was highest on professional degree programmes 
followed by general qualifications, 89 and 83 percent respectively in the 
2009/10 academic year. The performance indicator for degree programme stu-
dents has been on the same level since the middle of the 2000s, For FTEs on 
freestanding courses, the performance indicator has fallen from 67 to 63 per-
cent.  

The differences in reasons for study can to a certain extent explain the diffe-
rence in performance indicator between degree-programme and freestanding 
course students. Degree programme students often intend to complete a degree 
and sit examinations to gain higher education credits, while students taking 
freestanding courses are not always aiming for a degree and don’t always gain 
credits.  
Lower performance indicator for distance students 
Approximately a third of FTEs on freestanding courses were studying at a dis-
tance. The performance indicator on freestanding courses was 70 percent for 
campus students and 50 percent for distance students in the 2010/11 academic 
year, a difference of 20 percentage points. Since the mid-2000s, the perfor-
mance indicator for freestanding courses has fallen more for distance students 
than for campus students, around 6 and 1 percentage points respectively. 

A small share, 6 percent, of FTEs on degree programmes were on distance edu-
cation programmes. The difference in performance indicator between distance 
and campus students on general qualification programmes amounted to 16 per-
centage points in the 2010/11 academic year. The performance indicator was 
also lower for distance studies than on-campus studies for students reading pro-
fessional degree programmes, however the difference was smaller at 4 per-
centage points.  

The graduation rate on major professional degree programmes varies be-
tween 41 and 91 percent  
For the major programmes that were monitored up to and including the 2011/12 
academic year, the graduation rate was highest on the medical and midwife 
programmes, around 90 percent. The lowest graduation rate was on engineering 
programmes 41 percent. It was relatively common for students on these pro-
grammes to have another degree, around 10 percent 
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Half of new entrants in higher education on freestanding courses were reg-
istered for a maximum of one term  
Of all new entrants in higher education in autumn 2011, 71 percent were regis-
tered in the spring term of 2012. Among students who only studied freestanding 
courses in autumn 2011, 43 were registered in the spring term of 2012. For stu-
dents who started a degree programme or a combined programme and free-
standing courses, the rate of registration was around 90 percent.  

The second-term registration rate was approximately the same for women and 
men in the different forms of study. 
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