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In English
Summary
The number of students and university entrants decreased
The number of students decreased by 10 500 persons to 414 400 students during
the 2012/13 academic year. The decrease principally concern students on freestanding courses.
Even university entrants decreased during the 2012/13 academic year by 900
persons to 90 400 students. This decrease only concern men.
The new foreign students increased by 900 persons during the 2012/13 academic year. The new Swedish entrants, that is, new students excluding foreign students, decreased by 1 800 persons and amounted to 68 800 during the 2012/13
academic year.
More than half under age 22
Of all university entrants, 54 percent were under age 22 during the 2012/13
academic year. During the 2003/04–2011/12 academic years, the percentage of
those under age 22 gradually increased from 45 to 54 percent.
Among Swedish university entrants, the percentage of those under age 22 increased from 50 to 61 during the 2003/04–2012/13 academic years. Among
women the share was 60 percent and among men 63 percent during the 2012/13
academic year.
A larger number of higher education degrees than before
74 400 higher education degrees were awarded at the first and second cycle
levels during the 2012/13 academic year, which was 4 300 more than the previous academic year and a higher figure than any academic year previously. The
number of students gaining higher education degrees was 62 900, also the highest number ever. Of those gaining higher education degrees in the 2012/13 academic year, 11 200 had previously gained a higher education degree at first
cycle or second cycle level.
During the 2012/13 academic year, 63 percent of all higher education degrees
were awarded to women. They also represented 63 percent of students awarded
higher education degrees. The proportion of women who for the first time
gained a higher education degree was somewhat lower, at 61 percent.
Number of Bachelor degrees doubled in ten years
The number of general degrees is nowadays considerably larger than the number of professional degrees, partly due to the structure of degrees in 2007. The
most common general degree at the first cycle level is a Bachelor´s degree. In
the 2012/13 academic year, 25 300 degrees were awarded, 12 700 more than ten
years earlier and 2 300 more than the previous academic year. The Master´s
degree (120 credits), a general degree at the second cycle level, was introduced
with the degree structure of 2007. In the 2012/13 academic year, 8 800 Master´s
degrees were awarded, an increase of 1 400 compared to the previous academic
year.
Students gaining higher education degrees are younger than 10 years ago
The median age of students gaining higher education degrees in the 2012/13
academic year was 27.0 years. The women were slightly older than the men,
27.1 years old compared to 26.9 years old. Ten years earlier the women´s median age was 28.6 years and the men´s median age was 27.5 years.
Women were younger than men among students who for the first time gained a
higher education degree in the 2012/13 academic year. The women´s median
age was 26.3 years and the men´s median age was 26.6 years.
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Increase in higher education degrees with at least five years of full-time
studies
During the 2012/13 academic year, 13 000 persons gained a degree requiring at
least 300 credits, which corresponds to 5 years of full-time studies. The number
of degrees gained in the longest education programmes has increased by 11 000
since the new education and degree structure was introduced in 2007. Most of
the increase is due to a growing number of Master´s degrees awarded. The fact
that some programmes, such as Master of Science in engineering, were extended from 4.5 years to 5 years in 2007 also had an impact on the increasing the
number of higher education degrees in the longest education programmes.
Half of the Master´s degrees were awarded to incoming foreign students
During the last ten years the proportion of students from abroad has increased
among those gaining higher education degrees. Between the 2003/04 and the
2012/13 academic years the proportion increased from 4 to 13 percent. The
introduction of the Master´s degree (120 credits) has been important for the
increase. Half of the Master´s degrees (120 credits) were awarded to incoming
foreign students in the 2012/13 academic year.
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